Claims 



f 



[cl] 



X 



[c21 



[c3] 



[c4] 



[c5] 



[c6] 




[c81 



1 . A method of providing a spray formed composite article, said method 



comprising: 



(a) providinaaji^?^ the first article being^ a spray forn iedjrticle; 

(b) locating a second article adjacent the first article; 



(c) spraying metallic particles onto the articles; and ^ 

(d) allowi^^lhT^^^^^^d^lic particles to form a metal deEg|ite)rtended. 
between and connecting the first and second articles. 



2. The method 
and second articles 



of claim Uwhi 
ides wnen the 



I C 

erein in step (b) a gap is formed between the first 
second article is located adjacent the first article. 



3. The miet/od of claim 2)»/fierein in step (c) the metallic^articl^ 
into thei^ and in st^) at least a portion of the metal deposit is formed in 
the g 

T^rein each of the first and second articles each 



4. The methoof of claim S^iiciciii ca^... v^. S' ^ 

have (i) upp /ru6ace ;4.aced apart a f_ irst distan ce from each other and (ii) endj T 
surfaces t|?« face each other and are jpaced apar t from each other a second 
distance/less than the first distance. 

5. The metilid of clainv^erein each of th e end surfaces h ave portionsthat 
contact ejQh other arf^Cach of the first and second articles haye intemiediate 
surface^ending between and connecting each respective end surface with 
each respective upper surface. 

6. The methoil of claim^erein each of the intermediate surfa ces extend at 
an angle of /^jo_60* relative to each respective uppe^^lfl!^^^' 

7. The method of claim l^rein a reinforcingj^^ is provided proximate 
the first alhd second artfdes and a metal spraying device is provided for 
sprayin/the metal particles of step (0. the first and the second articles being 
locatedfbetween the metal spraying device and the/plate^^ J 

8. The method of claim 7/herein the meta Meposit extends betweena^nd 
connects the reinforcing member with at least one of the first and second 
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articles. 

9. The iiethod of claim 4 whpf6m'a ma sking device is provided adjacent an end 
portiorf of each of the vt^r surfaces of the first and second articles. 

r jA<^0] 1 0. The method of claim^yrtferein at jeastgne jgf the masking de^ii^as a 

[ ( ^ cutout^ion-extending away from the end portion 

[c1 1 1 11. The mi^thod of claim 4 wh^in the first article has a fir^tthick^^ 

wherein iie first distancQ^sabout two times the first th ickness. 

[cl 2] 12. The/method of claim ^^^erein the metal deposit has at least a portion that 

extends above th e at least one of the upper surfaces. 

[cl 3] 1 3 . Tljie method of claim 1 2/further comprises the step (e)ofgrindingJ*e metal 

deposit to form a portio(<of the deposit that is essentially coplanar with at least 
the upper surface of one of the articles. 

[cl 4] 1 4. The method of claim^^l^erein the secon d article is no^a spray fo rmed 

article. 

[cl 5] 15. The method of claim 1 4^herein the second article co mprises a securin g 

'^.'5, it member. ^ 

- [cl 6] 16. The method of claim J^erein the secondaiticlejs^^ the first 

articl e in step (b). 

[cl 7] 1 7. The method of claim 1 wtfei^ein each of the articles have a n interface surfac e 

that substanti ally coop ef^es with each otMu 

[cl 8] 1 8. A composite/article formed by the process of clainri^ 

^ [cl9] 19. A lay-up tdbl molding member formed by the process of claim IJ 

[c20] 20. A compoJire article comprising: -J 

a first spray-formed article; 
a second arJcle adjacent the first article; and 

a metal derfosit extending between and connecting the first and second articles. 
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. ..jiu.--n .-9 toS Jfii .n 



[c211 



[c22] 



[C23] 



[c241 



lc25] 



[c26] 



21 . The con^posite article of clairn20j«!3erein the second article comprises a 
spray formed article. 

22. The coi iposite article of claim 20 whereiri each of the articles have surfaces 
that contac t each other. x 

23. The cotnposite article of claim 22 wherein each of the articles have angled 
surfaces that cooperate to form a cavit^Twith at least a portion of the deposit 
being disposed within the cavity. 

24. Theccmposite article of claim 23 further comprising, a reinforcing member, 
with thb deposit extending between ^^pd^nnecting the first and second 
memtfe)^ aKd the reinforcing member. 

25. The csLposite article of claim 20 wKerein the second article comprises a 
securing nember. / 

26. The c omposite article of claim 20 wh^ein each of the articles have an 
interfacejsurface that substantially t:^perates with each other. 
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